
Alaska Association of Fire and Arson Investigators

Annual General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 1, 2010    6:00 PM

     Sheraton Hotel, Anchorage, Alaska

I.
Call to Order:  President Hale called the 2010 AAFAI general membership meeting to order at 8:20 am on Monday, March, 29, 2010.
II.
Roll Call: Sign-in sheet on file for both March 29, 2010 and April 1, 2010.
III.
General Introduction:  President Hale gave a brief welcome to all members and a summary of items the AAFAI will be addressing over the course of the week.  The current AAFAI board of directors was also introduced. President Hale thanked Brian Balega and John bond for all their hard work in coordinating and planning the seminar instructors and training topics for the week. 
Everyone will receive continuing education hours for the classes in which they are present this week and the hours will be summarized on the back of their certificates. 

President Hale updated everyone regarding the state CFI certification process, the changes and the progress of the Fire Standards Council.  It was noted Gordon Descutner will be at the seminar and available for questions and discussion on the changes.

A motion was made by Don Cuthbert to open nominations for the board seat openings.  The motion was seconded by John Bond.  The vote passed unanimously.  The seats up for re-election are Southcentral (1), Southeast (1), and Interior (1).  The officer position of Vice President is also open for nominations.   

Recess:  A motion was made by Brian Balega and seconded by Don Cuthbert to recess the 2010 General membership meeting of the AAFAI.  The meeting was recessed at 8:30 am.  The general membership meeting will be reconvened on Thursday, April 1, 2010.
Reconvene:  A motion was made by Dave Meneses to reconvene the 2010 General membership meeting at 6:35 pm on April 1, 2010.  The motion was seconded by Brian Balega and the vote passed unanimously.
IV.
Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Dave Meneses and seconded by Brian Balega to approve the agenda as presented.  The vote passed unanimously.
VII.
Agenda Items
1. Reports



A. President Gary Hale

1) Web Site – President Hale thanked Kevin Hunter for all his work on the web site this past year.  Changes in the past year include adding our new logo, educational updates, By-Laws and general AAFAI information.   
2) Special Committees – Training, CFI, and Ways/Means:  President Hale gave an update on these committees, stating the association has been more aggressive in communication, accountability and productivity in all committees.  A special thanks to Brian and John on the training committee, Jerry Ernie M. Brian, Ron and Al Stevens on the DVI committee.  We have accomplished many changes and will continue to pursue the committee work necessary to provide the best information, education and fire/arson prevention for our members. 
B. Vice President Jerry Gentile

1) Seminar Audit:  Although Vice President Gentile is not present tonight, he has been in attendance at the teleconferences and will continue to be an active participant in the association. 
C. Treasurer Lesley Quelland
1) Alaska Association Fire and Arson Investigators
April 2010Treasurer Report

General Account





Savings

$11,878.53




Checking

$  5,290.67
Total


$17,169.20
($31.69 interest from $8,000.00 in a CD for 6 months)

Seminar Account





Savings

$       0.00





Checking

$9,228.98




Registrations/memberships received





*seminar expenses still need to be paid 





*waiting for receipt of some registrations pd by PO

D. Membership Theresa Ross
1) President Hale reported for Theresa Ross that we have 52 members to date and we believe that number will change by the end of the seminar.  Discussion was held regarding the AAFAI/IAAI applications and renewal process.

2. Old Business

A. 2011 Seminar – Sitka:  Dave Swearingen reported they have assembled their seminar planning committee to host the 2011 seminar.  They have a number of activities planned regarding open houses, classroom instruction as well as field exercises and will start looking at a theme.  They will work closely with the training committee and will keep the board posted of their progress. 
President Hale stated he will be sending a questionnaire out to the membership regarding their thoughts on future training – time of year, rotation of the location vs. A stationary location, topics, etc. 

3. New Business

A. Candidate Introductions:  The following candidates were introduced for the following seats and each gave a personal biography:  

SouthCentral (2010-2013):   
Kevin Hunter, Don Cuthbert, Richard Boothby
SouthEast (2010-2013): 

Richard Etheridge, Bob Plumb

Interior (2010-2013):   

Theresa Ross, Stan Swetzof
Vice President (2010-2012):
Brian Balega
B. Elections:  A motion was made by Lucky Gipson and seconded by Dave Meneses to close nomination.  The vote was unanimous.  Ballots were presented to all members present.  The election results are as follows:

SouthCentral (2010-2013):   
Kevin Hunter

SouthEast (2010-2013): 

Bob Plumb

Interior (2010-2013):   

Theresa Ross

Vice President (2010-2012):
Brian Balega

Due to the election results for the Vice President seat, the Southcentral seat held by Brian Balega (2009-2012) was vacated.  Don Cuthbert was assigned to that board seat, as he was the first runner up in the election for the Southcentral region.  He will finish out the 2009-2012 term. 
C. Honorary Life Membership Presentations:   President Hale presented Honorary Life Memberships to John Bond and Ernie Misewicz for their years of dedication and service to AAFAI.  John was presented with a life time membership card.  (Ernie’s will be forwarded to him).
D. 2012 Seminar Site Selection:   Southcentral is slated to be the site for the 2012 seminar with the Interior for 2013.  This may change as a result of the questionnaire AAFAI will be sending out to our members, budget cutbacks and the downturn in the economy.  
E. Joint ASFA/AFCA Conference 2010 Seward:  We are looking for an instructor for AAFAI for the pre-conference portion of that conference.  AAFAI will front the expenses and assist with arrangements.  We have class material to teach the curriculum and Eddie Athey will be coordinating live burns for investigations.
VIII.
Good of the Order:  John Bond extended his appreciation and that of the association to all in attendance and especially to Dave Meneses, Kevin Hunter and Brian.   He also acknowledged Sitka, Barrow, King Cove and Ketchikan for attending. A challenge was made for all those present to individually recruit at least one new member for AAFAI.  Good luck to everyone!
IX. 
Adjournment:  A motion was made by David Meneses for adjournment.  The motion was seconded by Scott Elmer.  The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 7:45 pm.  The next board meeting was promptly scheduled for 9:30 am on Friday, April 2, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Lesley Quelland

Secretary/Treasurer
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